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The book is a result of the first ever study of the transformations of the higher education institutional 

landscape in fifteen former USSR countries after the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. It explores how 

the single Soviet model that developed across the vast and diverse territory of the Soviet Union over 

several decades has evolved into fifteen unique national systems, systems that have responded to national 

and global developments while still bearing some traces of the past. The book is distinctive as it presents a 

comprehensive analysis of the reforms and transformations in the region in the last 25 years; and it focuses 

on institutional landscape through the evolution of the institutional types established and developed in 

Pre-Soviet, Soviet and Post-Soviet time. It also embraces all fifteen countries of the former USSR, and 

provides a comparative analysis of transformations of institutional landscape across Post-Soviet systems. It 

will be highly relevant for students and researchers in the fields of higher education and and sociology, 

particularly those with an interest in historical and comparative studies.

'This book is a major accomplishment -- it is the first in-depth analysis of the higher education 
transformations of the 15 countries that made up the Soviet Union. It is possible to see the diverse evolution 
of these countries from the common Soviet experience. The book is relevant not only for its insights 
concerning educational and political changes in the post-Soviet countries but also for providing statistics 
and descriptions of evolving
higher education environments. It is the benchmark book on higher education developments in transition 
countries.'
—Philip G. Altbach, Founding Director, Center for International Higher Education, Boston College, USA

'Summarizing the development of higher education in post-Soviet countries is bound to debunk myths. 
More than 30 scholars realized their ambition of not only showing the power of Soviet policies and the 
subsequent influence of market, globalization and ranking fashions, but also the limitations of pressures 
towards convergence or uniformity: The variety already existing in the old regime and the many options 
taken by the 15 countries over 25 years of transformation becomes transparent. Attention is paid to overall 
policies and to institutional diversity helped to create interesting parallel country reports – a convincing 
example of the strength of comparative research on higher education.'
—Ulrich Teichler, International Centre for Higher Education Research (INCHER-Kassel), Germany

'This is a unique study of 15 higher educational systems that transitioned after 1991 from a “unified” Soviet 
model to national systems shaped by a common past but also by varying political and economic conditions. 
The massive research effort required to produce the study is evident, and it makes for a fascinating read.' 
—Martin Carnoy, Stanford University, USA
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